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Student’s Teaching notes


By.Rev.Tim Gibson

	LESSON 1: God’s General and Specific Will


(1) INTRODUCTION: The Big Picture Diagram - 

	Group or Individual Activity: Look at the following picture, which shows an overview of God's Will. 

Write your comments on each stage in the gaps provided.
	





·STAGE ONE: God's Original Purpose. 

          

   

·STAGE TWO: The Fall Of Mankind. 

            

 ·STAGE THREE: The Cross Of Christ. 

            

 ·STAGE FOUR: Our Present Walk Of Faith 

            

 ·STAGE FIVE: Glory - Our Ultimate Destiny. 

Read Romans 8:29-30 and Ephesians 1:3-14 and think about/discuss how these passages show the full process shown in the diagram (The Big Picture). 

From 'The Big Picture' diagram we see that we are called into an upward relationship with Christ towards the glorious inheritance He has for us. Our Christian lives should be going from glory to glory and from faith to faith and this can only happen if we catch a glimpse of God's Big Picture, which comes by revelation. 

(2) His Story (Hebrews 12:2)

	Genesis One shows God's 

__________ Will (VISION) for all mankind. 

Genesis Two gives an example of 

God’s _____________ will for Adam(CALLING) that is a model for all who follow Christ. 
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	Having a Vision of God's Big Picture


The basic blessing of the Lord to Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:27-28 ) is repeated through  Noah , Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob and  Joseph. This flow of blessing has not stopped! Through Christ, we too are partakers of it! (See  Galatians 3:14 and  Ephesians 1:3-6). 

The basic vision of God shown in Genesis 1:27-28 can be seen through the work of Christ as being relevant to us today... 

(a) To Be Conformed To His ______________ (To be like Jesus). 

This speaks of ______________________________________.

His general will for all believers all believers is that they become SONS (see Ephesians 1:3-6 and Romans 8:29-30). 

(b) God _________________ them.

This speaks of ______________________________________.
See Ephesians 1:3

(c) To Be  __________________ (Bear the Fruit of the Spirit ). 

This speaks of ______________________________________.
See Galatians 5:22-23 

(d) To  __________________

This speaks of ______________________________________.
See Exodus 1:12; Acts 1:27. 

(e) To ____________ the earth and subdue it.

This speaks of ______________________________________.
See Psalm 72:19; Habakkuk 2:14; Matthew 28:19-20

Our prayer is not 'Am I called to missions?' but it is 'What is my part in God's mission?' - all Christians living in His will should be evangelizing, discipling and furthering His mission in the world. 

(d) To Have _______________________. 

 We are called not just to be survivors be _______________________. 

We are to gain the Inheritance God has for us by overcoming. The Bible shows us that we will all be rewarded when Christ returns according to our faithfulness to his call (see 1 Corinthians 3:13-15). This faithful nature is essential to the overcomer (See Revelation 17:14). 
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	Moving in Your God-given Specific Calling.


In Chapter one of Genesis we see God give a general overview of His purpose for Adam, which is relevant to all of us today. We all need this WORLD-VISION as Christians. 

In Chapter two of Genesis we see God giving Adam a specific calling as his part in accomplishing the overall vision. A specific job to do. This shows us a pattern that is relevant to us today... 

(a) God ____________________ the garden. ( Genesis 2:8 ) 
See Ephesians 2:10. 

(b) Adam had a SPECIFIC ________________ ( Genesis 2:15-18) 

See 2 Thessalonians 1:11
(c) Adam had a SPECIFIC __________________ from God. 

See Romans 10:17

(d) There was ONE  ______________________ (Genesis 2:9,16)
See Romans 12:2
(e) God provided a ______________ for Adam. (Genesis 2:15-18) 
(f) Adam named things and had ____________________ over them. 

(g) The Garden had _______________________. 

See Romans 15:20 and Isaiah 5:2


	Group or Individual Activity: Look at the diagram to the right and explain what it means in the light of what you’ve just learnt
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All of Us Are Saved To Be Called.

(1) He has a _______________ will for my life. (Psalm 32:8, Ephesians 2:10, Hebrews 12:1) 

(2) God desires us to _____________ His will (Ephesians 5:17) and enables us to do so (Colossians 1:9). 

(3) His will is _______________ (from mother's womb - doesn't begin at 30!). (Isaiah 58:11). 

(4) His will is ________________. (Isaiah 30:21) 

(5) God's will for us is _______________. (Joshua 1:8 ,  Psalm 1:1-3). 

(6) His will can be outworked in the specific ______________ we find our self in if it is done from the heart, not as men-pleasers but God-pleasers.( Ephesians 6:5-8). 

(7) His specific will for us will always be an important, _____________ part of accomplishing His overall missions purpose in the earth - a part of His Big Picture! (James 4:13-15)

	Explain the diagram to the right….
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The Spectrum Of Callings
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The Example Of Paul. 

Reading Acts 26:15-18 shows us that Paul: 

 (a) _________ and ___________ Jesus (v15) (He received vision and calling). 

 (b) He received a ________________ VISION (vv17-28) 

 (c) He was to see things _____ and ___________ Jesus (that which He reveals). 

 (d) He __________________ his calling (Acts 26:19) 

 (e) His vision and calling led to _____________ (in the Lord's timing)( Acts 22:10,21). 

When we see Jesus, we see His purposes and our part in the purpose. When we really have a vision of Jesus and our purpose in Him, our lives will be gripped by, mastered by, submitted to this vision. When Paul saw Jesus, he became blind to everything else (see Acts 9:8-9, Matthew 17:8 and John 9:39). Let us acknowledge our ‘blindness’ and cry out for 'sight'.
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It must be noted that we are not talking about NATURAL seeing and hearing here, but SPIRITUAL. See Isaiah 11:2-4 and note what true spiritual seeing and hearing entail as opposed to the natural. 

Our first calling is to God Himself - so that would make the overall condition for seeing and hearing that of INTIMACY / RELATIONSHIP with Him. As we know Him we will know His will for us. The closer we are to Him, the clearer we will see His ways and the louder we will hear His heartbeat. 

Basic Conditions For Seeing and Hearing. 
  
In order for us to know and walk in God's general (VISION) and specific (CALLING) will we must... 

(a) _____________ OUR SPIRITUAL EYES AND EARS (Ephesians 1:17-18) 

See 2 Chronicles 16:9, John 7:17 and 2 Corinthians 5:7

(b) _________________ TO WHAT WE SEE AND HEAR. 

See Matthew 26:39, Matthew 10:37-39 , Psalm 25:9

(c) SEE AND HEAR AS A ____________________. 

See  Matthew 11:25 , 1 Corinthians 3:18-19). 

(d) HAVE _____________ HEARING AND ______________ VISION. 

 See Matthew 5:8 and Matthew 7:3
(e) YOU MUST _________ TO ALL VISIONS/CALLINGS OF THE WORLD. 

Read Isaiah 6:1-8 and 2 Chronicles 26:11-16. 
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Read through the following verses and write down what causes faulty spiritual hearing and seeing according to the passages. Discuss how this could happen in your life and what things you can do to prevent this. 

Faulty Hearing (CALLING)

Micah 7:16 - 
Hebrews 5:11-14 - 
Isaiah 65:12 - 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 - 
Acts 7:51 - 

Romans 10:14 - 
Faulty Seeing (VISION): 

1 John 2:11 - 
1 John 2:16 - 
Matthew 7:3 - 
Finally take time to meditate on John 9:35-41 and 2 Corinthians 4:4 

Ways we see and Hear God’s Will.
(a) PERSONAL GUIDANCE (Individual direct guidance).

(I) HEARING: 

	(i) The Word Of God. See  2 Timothy 3:15-17 and  Colossians 3:16

· Regular Bible Reading

· Mental Suggestion
· The open Page method
· Recalled Memory Verse
· Meditation
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	(ii) Waiting On God - See Daniel 9:3-4 (in prayer &fasting)

The best prayer to pray is the PRAYER OF INQUIRY (See 1 Chronicles 14:8-17) 
Above all prayer is about LISTENING for what God wants us to pray.
 (II) SEEING:

 (i) Witness Of The Spirit.

See Ephesians 1:17-18, Ephesians 5:17-18, Galatians 5:16, Romans 8:14, Colossians 3:15
See Acts 16:7-10 for practical example. 

(iii) Counsel Of The Heart. 

See Psalm 16:7 and Psalm 27:8
What are the conditions for seeing this enlightened counsel    (the eyes of our heart - see Ephesians 1:17-18?

(b) CORPOREAL GUIDANCE (Other Christians)
(I) HEARING: This is hearing God's spokes persons... they will be 'as God' to us. 


 (i) Godly Counsel. 

See Proverbs 24:6 & 25:19 

Should be in the form of __________ not PRONOUNCEMENTS

 (ii) Godly Minstry. 


This is anointed Preaching/ teaching from Godly servants. 

Read  Isaiah 30:20-21
 

(iii) The Spiritual Gifts. 

God often uses others as they move in words of prophecy etc.. to CONFIRM what He is already saying. 
Prophecies should NEVER be just left on the shelf - see Daniel 9:2-4 

(II) SEEING: 

Guidance may come through PROPHETIC ACTS of others! 
(c) SUPERNATURAL GUIDANCE.
(I) HEARING: 


 (i) The Audible Voice Of God. 

See 1 Samuel 3:1-10. 

also Acts 9:1-7 and John 12:27-30
(II) SEEING: 


 (i) Dreams and Visions. 

See  Daniel 2:28 , Acts 16:7-10 

(ii) Divine Visitation. 


Visitation of Jesus Himself or Angels. 

Read Exodus 33:19-13, Joshua 5:13-15 and  Luke 1:10-14 


 (iii) Signs and Wonders. 
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	Testing What We See and Hear. 


All the various methods we have been looking at by which we can see and hear God's will MUST BE TESTED. Are they from God or our emotions or from the enemy or...? 

Put all guidance through the following tests... 

(i) The _________________ Test (See 1 Corinthians 1:9) 

(ii) The _________________ Test (See Galatians 5:13). 

(iii) The ________________ Test (See 1 Corinthians 7:15 and Colossians 3:15) 

(iv) The ________________ Test (See 1 Timothy 6:12) 

(v) The _________________ Test (See  1 Thessalonians 4:7 and  2 Thessalonians 2:13-14)
(vi) The _________________ Test (see 1 Peter 3:9) 

(vii) The _________________ Test (see  1 Peter 2:20-21) 

MAIN TEST: The Word Test. 

	Maturing in Guidance.
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LESSON 3:The Outworking of His Will

Introduction: The Overview Of The Process - 
  
This section could be summed up by the phrase 'Walking worthily of the call' ( See Ephesians 4:1-3). 
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The A-Z of Our Calling 

In the 'Process Of Our Calling' diagram we see that... 

Point Z = _____________________ WILL (Vision) – 

A..B..C..D = ___________________ WILL(Calling) - steps of faith ( Ephesians 2:10) towards the goal

For Abraham's life. 
For Abraham his Point Z (which he constantly had in mind) can be seen in  John 8:56 and  Hebrews 11:8-10. 

The steps A...B...C..D.. represent the process of possessing the land of Canaan which came as a gradual revelation to Abraham. This was SPECIFIC to Abraham's life. 
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	The General Process Of Our Calling. 


(a) WE ARE CALLED BEFORE WE WERE BORN. 

Read  Jeremiah 1:4-9,  Psalm 149:16,  Ephesians 2:10 and  2 Timothy 1:9.  
(b) THE REVELATION OF OUR CALLING COMES EARLY ON IN OUR CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

Read  Genesis 12:1-3(compare with  Joshua 24:2-3 and Acts 7:2-4). 
You will find that the first real understanding of His calling contains the following characteristics... 

 (1) You will see the BIG PICTURE (Point Z) of your calling in a very general sense (Genesis 12:2-3). 

 (2) You will have revelation of a definite INITIAL STEP (Step A) (Genesis 12:

 (3) It will not conflict with the general councel of Scripture and there will be a peaceful witness in your spirit. (Will agree with God's overall vision for mankind as we have seen). 

 (4) Outside words and circumstances will confirm your own witness (more dramatic at first). Later you will find that the circumstances may actually be very much AGAINST the promise of God being fulfilled 

(5) Moving in the calling will bring excitement, growth and joy (if moving in grace). 
  

(c) THERE WILL BE MILESTONES ALONG THE WAY. 

Read  Proverbs 4:18-21 - With Abraham, we see three areas getting clearer as he moves out on God's Word... 

	1 - THE LAND = AREA OF CALLING 
 (Area/Sphere of Ministry)

	2 - OFFSPRING =  FRUIT OF CALLING 
(Results Of Ministry - which people we are to reach. )

	3 - RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD = MATURING IN THE CALLING 
(Growth in the Ministry)
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We can extract the following principles from the diagram on Abraham's General Process Of Calling: 

 (1) There is a progressive ____________ in his calling as he moves in obedience to God's revealed word to him. This is the same for us in the outworking of His call on our lives. 

 (2) Each step has a specific ______________ for Abraham to do - this is not fully revealed until he has completed the previous step (the 'unveiling' of God's will) - this is true for us. 

 (3) The promise becomes MORE _______________ with each step (and the VISION GETS BIGGER). 

 (4) There are progressive ________________ (Faith troubled to faith tested to faith triumphant). 

 (5) Point _______ should always be in mind (See 1 Peter 1:7-9 ). 

 (6) There is a progressive _________________ in all three areas (Land, offspring and relationship with God). 

The Process of Announcing, Appointing and Anointing.

	There are three definite stages we should go through in our callings. They may be related to Revelation 7:14 which states that we are to be  'Called, Chosen and Faithful'. However, not everyone makes it even to the second stage ('many are called but few are chosen') many times because they are unaware that their Christian life should lead to faithful obedience in God's mission.
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The Process of Separation.
It must be noted that in each stage (Announcing, Appointing and Anointing) there will be certain tests we had to go through. In Abraham's life we see some of these tests. They are actually a call to seperate from various things. We must identify where we are (move in God's timing) and understand what God is doing in our lives...throughout our calling God brings us to a place of effectively managing the Promise. This happened to Abraham through a series of progressive SEPARATIONS / TESTINGS. 

The Progressive Separations Concerning Our Call. 

Group or Individual Activity: Look at the following chart and discuss what each test involved (look at the Bible references given) . Discuss which stage you feel you are in and the tests that you can expect. 
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You can generally tell what stage you are at by the level of separation (literally 'holiness') that is evident in your life. Moving through these stages without proper separation is catastrophic in ministries. Before moving on to the next stage there must be a real separation in all the areas mentioned for that stage. For example, being appointed into ministry (Appointing Stage) without having dealt with bondage to your family (one of the Separations that must take place in the Announcing Stage) will prove disastrous in your ministry and may lead to an abortion of the call on your life! 

God will take us through progressive testings/separations so we will have the capacity to 'hold' the ministry He is giving us. We must not fight against this process but yield to God in the midst of them, allowing Him to purify us and strip all hindrances from our lives that we truly would be called, chosen and faithful. 

The Process of Dying.

(i) THE BDR CYCLE: 
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(ii) DEAD ENDS OR DEAD BEGINNINGS ? 
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Name: ________________________________  Score: __________

Section One: Multiple Choice – Circle the MOST correct answer.

	1. According to Ephesians 1:3-6, what is the BEST definition of God's original intention for mankind?

a. To be his servants forever.

b. To be floating around in heaven playing harps.
c. To be pure and holy Sons of His.
d. To work so hard for Him even to the point of death.
e. To be ruling and reigning under His Theocratic leadership.
2. With the fall of mankind, mankind fell from....

a. His supreme status over the animals.
b. His ability to create good things.
c. God's number one list.
d. God's glorious inheritance.
e. Any hope of reaching God's goal and destiny.

3. Which is correct?

a. Genesis 1 shows God’s specific calling for man.

b. Genesis 2 shows God’s general vision for mankind.

c. Genesis 1 and 2 show God’s general vision for mankind.

d. Genesis 1 shows God’s general vision and Genesis 2 shows God’s specific calling.

e. None of the above.

4. From Genesis 1:227-28 we see all Christians are to…

a. Be involved in missions.

b. Be fulltime Church workers.

c. Be Evangelists.

d. Have lots of Children.

e. All of the above.

10. Which is the best statement concerning our maturing in guidance?

a. We become more dependant as we mature.

b. There will be more direct and dramatic guidance as we mature.

c. We use more sanctified common sense as we mature.

d. We receive less guidance as we mature.

e. All of the above.

11. In the Story of Abraham the land represents what?

a. The fruit of his calling.

b. The area of his calling.

c. The maturing of his calling.

d. All three above.

e. None of the above.

12. Which is the correct order?

a. Announcing, Appointing, Anointing.

b. Appointing, Anointing, Announcing.

c. Announcing, Anointing, Appointing.

d. Anointing, Appointing, Announcing.

e. Appointing, Announcing, Anointing.

13. In the appointing stage we need to separated from…

a. Unbelief in God’s promise.

b. Idols of the world.

c. Bondage to family.

d. Focusing on the promise rather than the promise giver.

e. Clinging to possessions.

14. Which is the correct order…

a. Birth – resurrection – death

b. Death – birth – resurrection

c. Resurrection – death – birth

d. Death – resurrection – birth

e. Birth – death – resurrection

15. Responding to God’s promise in the flesh leads to…

a. Dead beginnings.

b. Dead ends.

c. Resurrection life.

d. Fulfillment of the promise.

e. Faith.

Look at the following picture…
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CONGRATULATIONS…. you have now finished the test. Go back over you answers one more time to double check them.
	5. Which is a correct statement concerning the Garden of Eden?

a. Adam planted the garden.

b. The garden represents our specific call from God.

c. God did not have a specific task for Adam in the garden.

d. The garden only relates to Adam.

e. Adam had no authority in the garden.

6. Which of the following is NOT a condition for seeing and hearing God’s will?

a. Open our spiritual eyes and ears.

b. Yield to what we see and hear.

c. See and hear as a child.

d. Die to all other visions and callings.

e. Have perfect hearing and seeing.

7. Which of the following is a way of seeing God’s will?

a. The Word of God.

b. Waiting on God.

c. Dreams and Visions

d. Audible voice of God.

e. Godly counsel.

8. Which of the following is a way of hearing God’s will?

a. Prophetic acts

b. Witness of the Spirit.

c. The Word of God.

d. Dreams and visions.

e. Counsel of the heart.

9. The main test by which all guidance should be subjected to is…

a. The Liberty test.

b. The Word test.

c. The Peace test.

d. The Fellowship test.

e. The Holiness test.

SECTION TWO: Match up

Look at the following diagram that shows the Big Picture in diagrammatical form…
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Draw lines from the stage title on the left to the correct number representing that stage on the right (as shown on the diagram above)….

16. The Fall of mankind.    

17. The Cross of Christ.      

18. God’s original purpose.

19. Glory – our ultimate destination.

20. Our present walk of faith.

1

2

3

4

5
Draw lines from the section titles on the left to the correct corresponding letters on the right (as seen in the diagram to the left)..

21. The Vision

22. God’s will (Target)

23. Specific Will.

24. General Will.

25. The Garden (Sphere of calling)

A

B

C

D

E



